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Letter from the Chair
2005 was a year of big changes for 
the Arts in Redmond. The new City 
Hall and nearby parking garage 
both incorporate stunning new 
pieces of public art by nationally-
known artists – Silver Thaw by 
Ed Carpenter at the entrance 
to the new City Hall, and River 
and Rain by Blue McRight and 
Warren Wagner on the east side 
of the parking garage. The move 
to the new City Hall gave us the 
rare opportunity to evaluate, 
photograph, and, in some cases, 
repair part of our collection and 
then place those pieces in public 
spaces within City Hall. 

New public art pieces also grace 
the Old Redmond Schoolhouse 
Community Center grounds and 
the ball fi elds in Grass Lawn Park. A 
new Redmond Outdoor Sculpture 
exhibit debuted in the fall with two 
new business sponsors, Tenhulzen 
Remodeling and First Mutual 
Bank, joining Redmond Town 

Center and the Redmond Regional 
Library. We hope to continue to add 
community, business, and perhaps 
private sponsorships in the future.

Work has begun on a new 
Redmond Arts section of the City’s 
website (www.redmond.gov/arts), 
with a goal of making it easier 
for the public to fi nd information 
about art and events. Within the 
Arts Commission, we have worked 
to improve our processes and have 
embarked on a strategic planning 
process to help us learn how best to 
enhance Redmond through the arts.

As always, we appreciate the 
support of the Mayor and City 
Council, the citizens, and our 
volunteers who help with activities 
and serve on our committees. 
Additional volunteers and 
committee members are always 
welcome.

Roy Leban, Arts Commission Chair
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Visual Arts
Redmond Outdoor
Sculpture (ROS)
One San Francisco Bay Area 
and 14 Pacifi c Northwest 
artists exhibited 17 sculptures 
at the Redmond Town Center, 
Redmond Regional Library, 
and REI. New sponsors First 
Mutual Bank, and Tenhulzen 
Remodeling both provided 
funding support and sites. 
A new fold-up brochure 
provides a map, photographs 
and GPS coordinates and also 
lists the City’s permanent 
outdoor artwork. Tourism 
Development funded a 
brochure mailed to Chambers 
of Commerce across 
Washington. It is on the
RAC website.

The October opening at 
Redmond Town Center 
included a guided walking 
and a driving tour of
the artwork.
Attendance: 40

New Outdoor Sculpture
at the ORSCC 
Seattle artist, Andrew 
Carson, commissioners and 
staff identifi ed the west 
driveway entrance to the 
Old Redmond Schoolhouse 
Community Center to locate 
one of Carson’s colorful 
kinetic sculptures. City Council 
approved the funding. 
The work was dedicated in 
January 2006.

Percent for Art Project
May 14 marked the dedication 
of the new Percent for Art larger 
than life, stainless steel sculpture 
titled The First Pitch by Chinese 
artist, Hai Ying Wu, at the east 
pedestrian entrance into Grass 
Lawn Park, near the ball fi elds.  
Attendance: 20

Transit Shelter
Artist Selection
The City partnered with King 
County Metro for the fi rst of the 
City’s gateway transit shelters. 
Highlighting artwork by noted 
Seattle artist Stuart Nakamura, 
the transit shelter offers an 
inviting oasis for people waiting 
for the bus and an opportunity 
to explore art as part of our 
daily routine. The shelter was 
paid for by the City of Redmond 
and is located along Redmond 
Way just west of 160th Ave. NE 
adjacent to Redmond Center. The 
City worked with the Redmond 
Arts Commission in the artist 
selection process that resulted in 
Nakamura’s dynamic design of 
birds in fl ight. 

ORSCC Gallery
The ORSCC Gallery exhibits art in 
the main hall of the Old Redmond 
Schoolhouse Community Center. 
Nearly 50 artists were featured in 
seven shows. Thanks to volunteer 
curator Arriba Stature and the 
all the artists for making this 
program a success.
Attendance: 2,196

2005

2005 Statistics
■ Total program 

attendance:  18,884
■ Total volunteer hours:
 1,506
■ Total volunteers:  33
■ Total expenses: 

$103,388
■ Program expenses: 

$59,544
■ Total Revenue: 

$261,763*

* Note: Refl ects beginning 
fund balance with 
Percent for Art carry over, 
cultural plan savings and 
reserve.

Birds in Flight, the Transit Center design 
by Seattle artist Stuart Nakamura.

a c c o m p l
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Literary Arts
Write Out Loud! Literary
Arts Festival
In May, co-sponsored Redmond 
Association of SPokenword’s 
Write Out Loud! with six 
spoken word events for all ages. 
Attendance: 326 

ArtQuest continues as a solid 
section in Focus on Redmond 
magazine. The Community 
Arts Calendar was also added 
to the City Website. Nearly 
3,000 additional copies of Focus 
magazine were mailed to art 
supporters outside Redmond.

Performing Arts
Seventeen performances were 
held with funding support from 
4Culture, Microsoft, Redmond 
Town Center, Kanishka Cuisine 
of India, Wells Fargo Bank 
- Redmond branch, and the 
Redmond Tourism
Development Fund.

The Winter Performance Series 
presented three diverse shows 
with attendance of 430, a 22% 
increase over 2004.

The Arts in the Parks summer 
series events offered 13 
performances at Anderson 
Park, on the Microsoft campus, 
Redmond Town Center and the 
Days Parade. The attendance of 
2,085 (excluding the Derby Days 
parade) represents a 28.2% 
increase over 2004. Visits to 

the Arts in the Parks schedule 
on the City’s website increased 
sharply (more than four-fold) 
over the summer, indicating 
that Redmond residents and 
visitors are looking for program 
information online.

The RAC teamed up with 
4Culture’s highly-successful 
site-specifi c King County 
Performance Network program 
to present to two artist groups. 

Arts Education
RAC did a second printing of 
the K-2 and 3-6 Art and Literacy 
Lessons Books and made them 
available for purchase to 
schools and arts organizations. 
The Art Lesson Books order 
form became available online 
at www.redmond.gov/arts.

Arts Awards
The annual City of Redmond 
Volunteer Arts Awards were 
presented to the Rotary 
Club of Redmond ($10,000 
donation for the art bench at 
Firefi ghter’s Plaza), Richard 
Ruiz (design of the 2003-04 
ROS brochures and invitations) 
and John Urbach (SecondStory 
Repertory volunteer since 
1997). Recognized volunteers 
were given fused glass 
sculpture awards were created 
by Redmond artist Bill Ayers. 
Attendance: 90

2005

Adefua African Music & Dance Company 
at Microsoft. They also performed at 
Redmond Arts Day in June.

RAC Goals
■ Achieve excellence in 

arts programming for 
the people of Redmond.

■ Nurture and support 
artists, arts organizations 
and arts education.

■ Promote active 
participation and 
attendance of arts events 
by Redmond residents.

■ Build public-private 
partnerships to support 
a growing level of local 
cultural activity.

i s h m e n t s
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Mayor Rosemary Ives, Jim Cummings of 
the Rotary Club of Redmond, John Urbach, 
Arts Commission Chair Roy Leban.

Special Projects
Visioning/Strategic Planning 
Process
A January retreat initiated 
creation of ad hoc committees 
to start revisions of interview 
questions and the RAC 
handbook. In April, a visioning 
ad hoc committee was created 
to research a strategic planning 
effort for the RAC, the City and 
the community. This committee 
recommended that a consultant 
be hired to facilitate the 
process that will occur in 2006.

Publicity/Tourism
Thanks to the Tourism 
Development Fund, paid ads 
were listed in other cities 
(Bellingham, Spokane, Yakima 
and Vancouver WA) to promote 
key Arts Commission programs 
such as Arts in the Parks, the 
Winter Performance Series 
and the Redmond Outdoor 
Sculpture exhibit. Local 
shopping and hotel information 
was also included to aid tourism 
in Redmond.  

Website 
Improvements
Staff and Commissioners 
met and developed a new 
organizational structure 
for the information in the 
Redmond Arts Commission’s 
portion of the City’s website. 
A shortcut URL of www.
redmond.gov/arts was added 
to make it easier for people to 
locate arts information on the 
City’s extensive website.

History
The Redmond Arts 
Commission (RAC) was formed 
in 1987 to address art related 
matters. The commission’s 
primary role is to recommend 
policies and procedures and 
to co-sponsor art programs 
that serve Redmond residents. 
The nine Arts Commissioners 
are citizen volunteers 
recommended by the Mayor 
and confirmed by the City 
Council. The RAC has created 
a lively arts atmosphere in 
Redmond.

Grants
Organizational Support 
Grants total $2,750 
awarded to:
■ Eastside Association of 

Fine Arts ($1,250)
 General support.
■ Second Story Repertory 

($1,500)
 General support.

Arts Education Grants 
total $2,220
awarded to:
■ Anne Briggs ($720) 

“Life in Wooly Lane” 
Workshops in Redmond 
elementary schools with 
readings and drawing 
activities based on her 
book.

■ Audubon Elementary 
School ($1,500)

 Art Docent Program. 
Support to all grades 
art docents in the class 
room.

“Southwest Angel” (charcoal and pastels) by Lynne Saad is at City Hall, 
15670 NE 85th Street.


